
Tapatan 
A Game from the Philippines 

Tapatan is pronounced TAP-uh-tan. 

It is a three-in-a-row game, where one player tries to get three of his 

or her counters in a row on the board. There are many different 

versions of three-in-a-row games from around the world.  

You will need:  

• A copy of the game board 

• Two players 

• 6 counters – three similar counters for each player 

  

How to play  

1. Each person takes three counters. 

2. The game is played on the nine points where the lines cross (on 

the circles). Players take turns placing their counters on the 

board on empty points, alternating until all the counters are on 

the board. 

3. The goal of the game is to place your counters in a row of 

three, either three across, three down or three on the diagonal. 

4. You may block the other player from making a row. 

5. A counter cannot jump over another counter. 

  

  



 

  
 
 


